
Receptive Language Interventions 
Processing and understanding incoming oral and written information 

 
Build abilities in verbal concept formation – Promote students’ ability to organize 
ideas and to generalize through instruction in specific activities that target concept 
building. 
 
1. Build concept awareness by pointing out the critical features of learned concepts.  

Give examples and non-examples to help students build conceptual frameworks. 
2. Help students organize verbal concepts by giving them charts tables, and concept 

maps as part of instruction.  Provide a template of a conceptual map and instruct the 
student on the use during note taking and studying. 

3. Teach the student to build abstract concepts by relating them to concrete concepts. 
4. Teach the student how to link new material to prior knowledge.  Point out the 

relationship of new materials to the rest of the curriculum to help the student to see 
the cohesiveness of what they are learning. 

5. Work with the student on moving beyond rote or imitative understanding towards 
being able to explain a concept and apply a concept in a new way. 

 
Develop visual-spatial skills – Incorporate activities that encourage students to gain 
meaning from visuals and to use their visualization skills to enhance understanding. 
 
1. Help students register detail by visually framing important information, highlighting 

or underlining, and using a simple color-coding system that students can incorporate. 
2. Help students create visual images to represent verbal concepts (e.g. picturing a pizza 

with slices being taken away as a representation of fractions or proportions.) 
 
Build management techniques – Enhance students’ ability to keep up with the pace of 
the classroom through activities that build efficiency and management skills. 
 
1. Help students improve their rate of processing language-based information to 

improve efficiency in a gradual and non-threatening manner.  (e.g. set a realistic time 
limit on reading a chapter, solving a math problem, or filling in a diagram, then 
slowly decrease the time limit towards a goal.) 

2. Teach the students to keep a pad where they record assignments.  Check the pad as 
needed to make sure students are clear on expectations. 

 
Use of staging to bypass chunk-size difficulties – Break down big chunks of 
information into more manageable pieces. 
 
1. Incorporate structure staging into activities (e.g. taking a break after every fifth 

problem on a math sheet). 
2. Five students direct instruction in meaningful underlining, highlighting, and note-

taking techniques to help them break down the chunk-size of material in textbooks. 
3. Teach scanning and skimming techniques to use while reading.  Present these skills as 

part of a staging approach to reading.  (e.g. students should first scan to get the gist, 
then read carefully for detail understanding, then skim as a quick review.) 

 


