
Checklist and Considerations for

DIPLOMA BOUND 


Speech/Language Students

Transitioning into Middle and High School


*Articulation Disorders*

Student Name __________________________  Date ____


Before transitioning a student to Middle or High School please 
consider the following:

   YES   NO Negatively 
Impacts      
Education 

Does the student have any reason why articulation is 
compromised? (i.e.  oral motor issues,  any type of 
malocclusion,  motor planning issues, CP, Downs Syndrome, 
insufficient velopharyngeal response,  braces,  short frenulum 
etc.)

 Is the student  unintelligible  to the average listener with 
prompts/cues  and strategies in place within the classroom set-
ting?

Does the student  hesitate to ask/answer questions, participate 
in small/large group activities

Is the student unintelligible to the average listener in social    
situations?

Does the student fail to  communicate w/ peers easily?

Does the student feel his/her articulation disorder causes him/
her stress, teasing, anxiety, etc.?

Has the student failed to improve intelligibility on his/her own 
with or without prompts for using strategies learned in speech 
therapy?

If the student  is misunderstood,  does he/she  fail to or resist 
restating or repeating word(s) more clearly?

Has the student made consistent progress on his/her articula-
tion goals  or is consistent progress expected?

Is the student an ESL or ELL student NOT receiving services as 
an ESL or ELL student?  (ECE ‘trumps” ESL)

If yes to the above question,  has the student been in the US for 
more than 3 years?

Compared to his/her peers from their same homeland,  does the 
student different like his/her peers?



*If you have marked “NO” to a majority of the considerations,  this stu-
dent may not be a candidate for transitioning to Middle or High School 
with Speech as a related service.


*If you have marked “YES” to a majority of the considerations AND indi-
cated that the indicators negatively impact his/her education,  Please do 
the following:

1.  Hold a transition meeting and amend the IEP to reflect speech/language 

time compatible with the Middle/High school schedules (i.e. 1 x 30 mpw, 1 x 
45 mpw, or 1 x 50 mpw. 


2.  Do not put restrictions on the LRE.  (ex:  Student will only be pulled 

     speech/language services from related arts)


3.  At the meeting prior to your student(s) transition into Middle or High          
 School, please have the parent sign a permission to evaluate using  
 the “A” model - (putting an E next to areas in question) so the

 receiving clinician does not have to hold two meetings to release if

 needed.


4.  Make sure any goals you write are not duplicated by the ECE teacher

      or can be effectively followed through in the classroom setting.


5.  Please do not send students with so many goals that  data collection

 is impossible to do (17 short term goals are too many).


6.  Contact the receiving SLP and discuss this student with him/her.  

Are the articulation errors you hear a “disorder” and NOT a“dif-
ference?  (Are errored sounds misarticulated in both lan-
guages? - Check w/ an interpreter if you are in doubt)

Does the student’s teacher report any difficulty understanding 
the student in the classroom setting even with strategies in 
place?

Before transitioning a student to Middle or High School please 
consider the following:

   YES   NO Negatively 
Impacts      
Education 




