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JECTIVES:

» Learn the difference between core and fringe
vocabulary '

w Learn a variety of strategies to facilitate use of
core vocabulary with AAC

» Become familiar with activities/ideas to help you
start implementing use of core vocabulary with
AAC using varied language intent/function and
varied levels of technology
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» Asmall set of simple words, in any
language, that are frequently used across
contexts (Cross, Baker, Klotz & Badman,
1997).

# Core words account for approximately 80%
of words spoken. The remaining 20% are
made of “fringe” or extended vocabulary.
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# Prior research (Boenisch 2003) suggested many students
who are provided with AAC seldom use it (ex. 4% of
opportunities with communication boards; 8% with
communication devices), [t was theorized that the
reason for this may be the available vocabulary. Data &
analysis of vocabulary during research indicated that
the 100-300 most frequently used words differentiated
tittle between children with & without disabilities.
Much of this core vocabulary was made up of functional
words {ex. pronouns; conjunctions; auxitiary verbs;
adverbs).

Providing this core vocabulary on AAC systemns may
increase utilization.
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w By using core vocabulary

= Using core vocabulary as a basis for AAC intervention may facilitate the ability
to communicate a variety of messages across contexts because they are words
used fraquenitly in convarsation.

& Using core vocabulary...
1, leaves mare time for actual intervention & ir

; ruction versus vocabular
n {e. make 1 board for all stories versus 1 board for ea

a
story)
creates an envi for easier as you can
art yourself into the students’ activity/interest versus t
tidant to comply with your "planned” act; ex. eliciting "ga,” “stap,"
“fast,” “slow” for a preschool student who tikes to push/piay with toy cars
during recess varsus trying Lo elicit fringe vocabulary on a specific overlay
developed for a “planned” activ
3. provides incraased oppartunity for AAC users to respend -
encourage teachers/assistants to re-think how they word

guastions so that responses are core vocabutary versus specitic

fringe vocabutary {ex. instead of “who was the main character of

the story?” ask “was the main character of the story a hay of a girl?")
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- There are many core word tists available that can help you construct
your own core word list because there is a huge overlap. A high
percentage of the words on one tist can often be found on other lists,
Early sight words are largely made up of core words (ex. Dolch Word
List}. Sample core word lisis inciude the fotlowing:

¥

a) Banajee list of 26 toddier core words

b) Marvin Bist of 333 alphabetized preschool core
words

¢) Hill iist of the top 100 core words used by fluent
augmented communicators
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& Waord Specific:

* Pick 1-5 care words to target over a week or twa/12 per month
* Pick 1-2 wards to target during an entire day
* Make them visible (ex. place core words on the wall as reminders;

make a core word Key chain; use a pen fight to hightight target words;
ete.)

* Teach fringe words as well but try to keep a 4:1 ratic of core word to
fringe word teaching

* Keep a core word communication beard with you at ail times so you can
modlel and teach vocabulary

» Observation/Activity Specifi
Observation/Activity:
Core Words to Target:

& GOALS: Address ianguage skills/natural lanv\hwe deveiopment {e Brown’s Stages of
LunnuaFe chc\cpmenh that are mnamngfuilfunc!lonal to the individuat student for bath
al & communication needs.

'>amph‘ Gaalt Using 3 total comms
{ex. cooking; titeracy; art; music; snack & i
singte words {ex. go; stop; help; get; turn; etc.j to d!rcft another persan's actions
viith less than or equai 10 1 prompt on 4 cut of 3 opportunities over 2 consecutive
days.

ication approach durmg av

Sampte Goal: Using a total communisation approach during litaracy

act omment on a stary combining two words (e
he riding; b3 sieep; Grink water: ete.) on 4 6ut of & opporturities
over 3 consecutive sessions.

= SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION: instruction in the use of AAC system.
3 SUPPLEMENTARY Al The AAC sys!

used {ex. picture boards; static VOCA; et
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Aided language: = Model/paint oilt. symbols on the
Yo interact ar y commini a'v with the student. (e
sigas whil 3k (o a child v to use sign langia s
pace and make sure the skudem is ol.(b'"dmﬁ. if the chitd iy using single word
responses, model two word responses.

Conversationai Recasting ~ Repeat an error-utterance back to the student with error
corrected. Model/demanstrate error correction on the communication display.
»  Fading Prompt i “wait time” of 4p t: 2030 seconds, prompting only when
required to aim for mdep('m ence. Use loast to most” prompt hierarchy o decrease
prompt de _rxvmnl => verbal proapts £which or
» gestural pr
prompis Alignt touch//tap +

Tt physical prompts/hand ovar nmu)

Color Codirig » Coler coding can helps visually organize vocabulary {ex. Fitzgeratd).

s

Ocser\'mu Observa what the student is doirg and/or in
list of cora wards based on chservations,

. ltiple opportuaitics (o r
anid enviranments using var

st Lasguage $titusion
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» The average 18 month old child has been
exposed to 4,380 hours of oral language at
a rate of 8 hours/day from birth. A child
who has a communication system &
receives speech/language therapy two
times per week for 20-30 minute sessions
will reach this same amount of language
exposure in 84 years. -- Jane Korsten
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3 PranCtical AAC: ¢

# PRC
a}
ns" cth an “Core Word Shr(wr \ct tesson Plans;” you
other resolurr‘s within the “resoirces” tab; you <an get unlimited access to all le:
with a paid annual 'ubsmpmn which costs 2 mately 5
¥ Pinterest

Auitssm Tank:

Autism Classroom News:

The Considerate Classross

w

Gait VanTatenhove

Excuse My Speech Blog

.
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