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Aided Language – Modeling 

 

One of the easiest and most important strategies communication partners can use to help AAC 

users be more successful is aided language or modeling. This simple technique involves partners 

using their students’ communication systems by pointing to pictures on a display or device while 

they verbally interact with the student. 

Typically developing children are exposed to hundreds of people who, by just talking, provide 

natural models for their speech development. Our students who use AAC have few if any models 

in their environment communicating as they do. Because of this we can’t just talk to our students 

and then expect them to communicate with us using their AAC system. It would be like talking 

to them in English and expecting them to speak to us in Spanish – which we would never do. But 

when we don’t model use of their system that’s exactly what we are doing. Then we scratch our 

heads and wonder why our students aren’t using their devices effectively. Our students need to 

see frequent models of someone “speaking their language”. 

What does it look like? 

 Device must be available at all times or aided language is not possible 

 Communication partner points to symbols on the student’s device or display as they 

speak using a finger or a light cue – it doesn’t have to be every symbol, it can be just the 

key words 

 Partner can also model on their own display 

 Choose the rate and complexity of language according to student need 

 Consider teaching peers to use this strategy when they interact with the student  

 Used throughout the day 

 

What are the benefits? 

 Communication partners get familiar with the vocabulary on the device 

 It validates the use of the system for the AAC user 

 Students learn how aided symbols are used to communicate 

 When communication partner models more complex language it exposes student to 

additional vocabulary 

 AAC users who communicate more effectively and efficiently 

 Students get to see and learn new language on their communication systems in the 

context of natural communication situations. 

 

 

“The attitudes and expectations of people in the environment may to some extent influence 
all children’s language development, but they may be critical for children who use alternative 
forms because these children depend on the means and opportunities provided by 
professionals.”         von Tetzchner & Grove 


